Ruth Savord : In Memoriam 


Rs SAVORD, cne of the great special librarians, died on 
February 25th at Santa Fe, New Mexico, following a long 
illness, She retired to Santa Fe in 1960 after serving for 30 years 
as Chief Librarian of the Council on Foreign Relations in New 
York City. A memorial service was held in Santa Fe, and burial 
was at her old home town of Sandusky, Ohio. 


With her passing, an era in the Special Libraries Association 
comes to an end. She, with other stalwarts of the 1920's and 30’s, 
gave complete and selfless devotion to the young Association and 
to the promotion of librarianship as a career. Ruth served her 
Chapter and the Association in almost every capacity——President 
of the New York Chapter, member of the Executive Board, 
Editor of Special Libraries, Association President, 1934-35, Chairman of the Committee 
on Cooperation with Special Libraries in Latin America, and a long period as Chairman 
of the difficult Constitution and Bylaws Committee. In 1945 she was chosen to act as a 
special reference librarian for delegates attending the San Francisco Conference that es- 
tablished the United Nations. ‘In recognition of outstanding achievements in the Library 
Profession,’ the Association honored her with its Professional Award in 1954 and elected 
her to its Hall of Fame in 1960, Her pamphlet, Librarianship as a Career, is a classic in 
the recruitment field. 

















Bradford Bachrach 


A world traveler, author, sparkling raconteur, her delightful sense of humor made her 
a welcome addition to any gathering. On one occasion, she recalled the dark days of the 
depression when she was trying to run the new Council Library and edit Special Libraries 
with no staff and little money. When asked how she accomplished it, she replied, with a 
lively twinkle in her brown eyes, “Nights and Sundays of course.’’ The Council and Spe- 
cial Libraries became the two major interests in her life. 


The New York Times, in its final tribute, characterized her as “rough, tough, and 
warm.” Those of us who knew her well said, ‘How true.” “Rough” she could be indeed, 
as many members discovered when she took the floor at Convention meetings. Often she 
stood alone fighting to keep the Association from making a popular but unwise decision. 
A master of parliamentary procedure, she was a majestic figure as she stood before the 
assembly, gestured with her long cigarette holder, and gave laconic but patient explana- 
tions of the question being debated. Time and time again the Association had reason to be 
grateful for her wise guidance. There was no meandering in her thinking—it was straight, 
sincere, and always to the point. 


“Tough” —yes—a toughness that was shown during her long and painful illness. Her 
fortitude, courage, and strong faith were a marvel to all who knew her. Three operations 
in six months; then at Christmas of 1965, no longer able to write, she sent typed letters 
to friends stating her condition with a parting statement “from here on out I'll play it by 
ear.”’ Sustained by her deep religious faith, she bravely prepared every detail for the end. 
She met death as she met every challenge in life-—-prepared and ready. 


“Warm’—how right. There was a warmth and devotion to her family and friends that 
all who shared it will never forget. Her thoughtfulness of others, her interest in their 
problems, her gratitude for small favors, all added to make the great person we cherished. 
That was Ruth Savord. 


In farewell we salute you, Ruth Savord, a great special librarian, a courageous and bril- 
liant woman, a true and constant friend. 
ELIZABETH W. OWENS 
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